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Exodus 23:16, “And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of
thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast
of ingathering, [which is] in the end of the year, when thou
hast gathered in thy labours out of the field.”
It’s hard to believe, but 2020 ends this week. Friday begins 2021.
Almost even harder to believe is that we are now over 1/5 of the way
through the first century of the 2000s.
We have much we want to accomplish or finish by the end of each
year. Most people close out their finances for the year and will
prepare to do taxes in the next few weeks. Crops are finished and the
harvest has been gathered. Attention now focuses on next year’s crop.
As we can see from the above verse, the Israelites gathered their
crops at the ending of the year. No doubt many people used the end
of the year to do certain things they wanted to accomplish. Regarding
Absalom we are told in II Samuel 14:26, “And when he polled his
head, (for it was at every year's end that he polled [it]: because [the
hair] was heavy on him, therefore he polled it:) he weighed the hair
of his head at two hundred shekels after the king's weight.” Absalom
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cut his hair at the end of each year. He made it an activity at the end
of the year.
The beginning of the year for the Israelites was during our March or
April. This let them finish up tasks during the cold weather and be
ready for spring and the warmth that would soon follow. There is
something about the new year that makes us want to finish up major
tasks and begin new ones.
This Friday is January 1, 2021. I’m sure many will resolve to do
things beginning Friday that are somewhat of a challenge such as
eating better, losing weight, etc. We should first and foremost resolve
that we will do more for the LORD this coming year and every year
that follows.
Attend every service. There will certainly be times we cannot attend
due to sickness, but for the most part, those times are rare. You will
only have 52 Sundays this year. If you miss one, you have already
missed two percent of all the LORD’s days this year. When one is
missed, it can never be made up. It’s gone forever.
Read the Bible every day. We spend so much time each day with
television, social media, music, school, jobs, etc. How much time do
we spend with the word of God? Whether you choose to actually read
or listen to recordings, spend some time every day with the Bible.
There is no better way that you can use your time.
Pray every day. Paul wrote three words in I Thessalonians 5:17.
“Pray without ceasing.” He certainly does not intend for us to pray
every waking moment. We are to pray often and many times
throughout the day. We are to pray before we eat, but we need to
“pray without ceasing.” It needs to be constant and multiple times
throughout the day. We should always call upon the LORD for all
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—Continue to remember Shirley Edwards,
Alice Vanderstoep, Jean Coffey, Clay
Bozarth, Vicki McDaniel, Steve Seaton,
Brad Terry, Enola Zigler, Beulah Baker,
Louise Greer and Joanna Locke. Continue
to remember Mitch Duncan as he recovers
from a heart attack.
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Acts 27:28 “Twenty Fathoms”
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—We extend our sympathies to the family of Chris Warf who
passed away on December 16. He is the uncle of Sherry Crabtree.
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Mark 14:1-21
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our needs. I think many often wait to pray for the “big” things such
as recovering from an illness, safety on a long journey, etc.

Bible Quiz

We sometimes don’t want to “burden” the LORD with things we
consider small. I Peter 5:7, “Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you.” All our cares need to be cast upon the LORD. He
cares for us and wants to help us with all our cares.
The new year will be the old year very quickly. When we come to the
end of 2021, will we be closer to or further from the LORD? The
answer to that is totally up to each of us individually. Paul asks in
Romans 8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” In
verse 39 he says, “Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”
Paul gives a long list of what cannot separate us from the LORD. The
only way that separation can come is if we ourselves do it. This
thought should give great comfort in knowing that no one, nor
anything can separate us from the love of God. If we do leave the
LORD, it’s we ourselves who do so. Let’s stay close to the LORD all
of 2021 and every day of our lives until we go to be with the LORD.
—Marty Edwards

What is risen upon thee?
Last Week’s Answer— The Redeemer (Isaiah 59:20)
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Psalm 65:11 “Thou crownest the year with thy goodness;
and thy paths drop fatness.”

—God’s Plan of Salvation—
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:14)
Believe on the Lord and His W ord (Mark 16:16; John 8:24)
Repent of your sins (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30)
Confess Christ (Matthew 10:32,33; Luke 12:8; Romans 10:9)
Be baptized (immersed in water) for the remission of sins (Acts
2:38; Mark 16:16; Galatians 3:27; I Peter 3:21)
Live a faithful, dedicated life (Revelation 2:10; II Peter 1:5-10)

