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Isaiah 22:18, “He will surely violently turn and toss thee [like] a ball
into a large country: there shalt thou die, and there the chariots of
thy glory [shall be] the shame of thy lord's house.”

In Isaiah 22 the burden of the valley of vision is being declared. Of
the things said that the LORD would do to them, one is that He
would toss them like a ball. This is the only time in the Bible the
word “ball” is used.

When I was growing up, I spent a lot of time outside playing ball
with the neighborhood boys and girls. There were no video games,
very little TV, and certainly no Internet or cell phones. Much of our
playing was done out in the yard and street. We would toss baseballs
back and forth. We were fortunate enough to have a basketball goal
in the back yard. Tossing a ball of one kind or another was almost a
daily routine in my childhood.

One of the things that would often happen is that the ball would get
lost in an area of tall grass. Sometimes it would end up on a roof and
in a gutter. Sometimes we would never be able to find the ball at all
and it was simply lost. I can remember finding a few balls after many
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years, but some of the lost balls were lost for good and are to this day.

I think this is the point Isaiah was making. There were some that the LORD
would toss like a ball into a large country. They would be lost and not
found. There they would die. When we toss a ball there are a few results
that can happen.

1. The ball is never lost. ’'m sure most of the balls we tossed were caught
or quickly picked up and then safely taken back into the house at the end of
the day. I pray that all of us are in this situation. We are safe in the LORD
and never lost. Unlike the ball, this decision is up to us. We choose to keep
ourselves faithful to the LORD and are never tossed into a large country.

2. The ball is lost but found. Often when playing ball we would fail to
catch it and it would roll into a field with taller grass. If we just walked
away when a ball rolled into the tall grass, the longer we waited to search,
the less likely we were to find it. As soon as a ball would roll into the grass
there were clues. We saw the direction. We would see the path where the
ball entered the grass. The quicker we started looking, the greater the
chance of finding the ball.

In the same way, as soon as we see family and friends become lost, we need
to seek to “find” them and bring them back. This could be by an
encouraging word or offering to do what we can to help them. The longer
we wait, the less likely they are to come back.

It’s interesting that a ball is used in so many games and the object is to win
the game. In bringing souls to the LORD the word “win” is used. Proverbs
11:30, “The fruit of the righteous [is] a tree of life; and he that winneth
souls [is] wise.”
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The more valuable something is, the more effort we put into finding it. I
remember I had a baseball from a professional minor league game. I had
lost it for a while, and I remember putting more effort into finding it
because it was more valuable than the other baseballs I had.

Each soul is precious and worth more than all the world, and we need to do
our best to bring back each lost person. Ultimately, it’s their own decision,

but we need to try to rescue them. continued on next page...



T —Continue to remember Steve Seaton,
Brad Terry, Enola Zigler, Ken & Erin
Davis, Becky Hatcher, Richard & Meg
Connolly, Larry Compton, Linda Terry,
Rick Gibbs, Sandy Duncan, Jerry
Reynolds, Lauren Candela, Alice
Vanderstoep, Carol Riffle, Felicia Ballard, and Karen Burd.
Violet Riffle is recovering from a fractured elbow. Breanna Riffle
has been having some heart rhythm issues. Evelyn Candela has had
some bad breaking out and discovered she has tree-nut allergies.
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3. Some balls stay lost. I’'m sure there were many balls that we
tossed that became lost and were never found. Sometimes they were
located weeks later by a lawn mower, but they were destroyed at that
point. If the ball didn’t meet this fate, with time and weathering it
would still be destroyed.

It’s deeply sad that most people will be lost. How sad for those who
were once in the LORD to become lost and never found. They will
suffer eternal destruction. II Peter 2:20-21, “*°For if after they have
escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.*' For
it had been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known [it], to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them.”

Though a ball is not mentioned, Zechariah 8:5 talks about boys and
girls playing. “And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and
girls playing in the streets thereof.” Perhaps they could have been
tossing a ball or just simply running and playing. If they had an
object with which to play, it was important not to lose it. I’'m sure in
Biblical times play items were hard to come by. They would have
protected those items from being lost.

continued on next page...
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Afternoon 14 Lamentations 4:12-22; Genesis 50:1-26

ﬁé/e Quiz

The people had watched for what that could not save?

Last Week’s Answer—Rubies (Lamentations 4:)
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In the same manner, let’s put forth the utmost effort to keep

ourselves, and those about us, from being tossed by sin away from
the LORD.

The next time you see a ball being tossed or you toss one yourself,
consider if you are safely in the hand of the LORD or have been
tossed into a large country. Let’s live our lives in such a way that we
remain firmly in the grip of the only One who can save our eternal
souls.

—Marty Edwards<

—God’s Plan of Salvation—

Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:14)

Believe on the Lord and His Word (Mark 16:16; John 8:24)
Repent of your sins (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30)

Confess Christ (Matthew 10:32,33; Luke 12:8; Romans 10:9)
Be baptized (immersed in water) for the remission of sins (Acts
2:38; Mark 16:16; Galatians 3:27; | Peter 3:21)

6. Live a faithful, dedicated life (Revelation 2:10; Il Peter 1:5-10)
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